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Mission & Vision

FFCC Mission Statement

The Florida Federation of Colorguards Circuit (FFCC) cultivates a safe

place for all participants to have life-changing opportunities that enrich

performance experiences through inclusion, creativity, and leadership in the

marching arts.

FFCC Vision Statement

The FFCC provides leadership for its members through the dissemination of

information in all aspects of the pageantry arts and by celebrating the equity,

diversity, and inclusivity of its performers. We promote the pursuit of competitive

excellence, a commitment to the professional growth of its instructors, and vow that

ethical fiscal responsibility governs the organization at all times.

FFCC Core Values

Core values provide an internal compass that guides decision-making and

behavior. Our core values provide a foundation for developing effective strategies



and initiatives that align with the organization's mission and vision.

Inclusivity

Community

Safety

Education

Leadership

Equity



The FFCC was founded in 1985 by a small group of music educators, led

by Roanna Combs and John Harlow, with the intention of bringing
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Introduction

Who is the FFCC?



performers, directors, and spectators together to celebrate the

accomplishments and excellence of their efforts. They hoped to bring

organization, standardization, and quality to their competitive events to

better serve the marching arts community. 

Originally based in the Lakeland, Florida area, the FFCC has grown into a

statewide organization with national influence. We serve marching arts

teams from all major regions of the state, from as far west as the

panhandle, north to Jacksonville, and south to Broward and Dade

counties. We also serve teams in the South Georgia area. FFCC is a non-

profit 501c3 organization focused on offering our members:   

Who Does the FFCC Serve?



High-quality standardized local events

Quality adjudication from nationally trained professionals

Educational opportunities through live clinics, virtual instruction,

and mentorship

A celebration of performer achievement at a Championship
event at the end of their respective seasons

The FFCC is governed by a Board of Directors (BOD) selected by
the membership and guided by an Advisory Board
(AB) composed of representatives from color guard, percussion,
wind member teams, as well as marching bands in the
organization.

Brief History of the FFCC



The FFCC began in 1985 with eighteen total teams, primarily from

central and western Florida. The organization gradually grew through

the 1990s, achieving membership of up to forty-five teams. The early

2000s saw a reorganization of the FFCC to include Percussion and

Winds, and eventually marching bands. FFCC experienced several years

of unprecedented growth to the level we enjoy today, with over three



hundred member teams participating in both FFCC Indoor and Outdoor

events.
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1. Administration

1.1 Board of Directors

1.1.1 Purpose

The Board of Directors (BOD) is legally and financially accountable for
the conduct of FFCC Inc., including, but not limited to, the oversight and
management of the organization's business operations and corporate
affairs.

1.1.2 Responsibilities

1.1.2.1 The Board of Directors is responsible for ensuring the fiscal
viability of the corporation.

1.1.2.2 Manage and organize the operations of the circuit. The
operating procedures of FFCC Inc. are governed by the
organization’s Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation.



1.1.3 Board of Directors Membership

1.1.3.1 Board Nomination Eligibility: Per the Articles of Incorporation of
the FFCC, individuals seeking nomination to the BOD must meet the
following criteria and be prepared to serve a two-year term.
Candidates must qualify under at least one of the categories listed
below:

1.1.3.1.1 Actively served as a designated team representative for
a minimum of three consecutive years before nomination.

1.1.3.1.2 Served as a qualified adjudicator in good standing for a
minimum of three consecutive years before nomination.

1.1.3.1.3 Served as a certified contest staff member for a
minimum of three consecutive years before nomination.

1.1.3.1.4 Served as a member of the Board of Directors for a
minimum of three consecutive years before nomination.

1.1.4 Nominations

1.1.4.1 Annually, a nominating committee seeks and reviews
nominations for board seats for the following two-year term, to
include current board members who wish to seek re-election and
qualified applicants.

1.1.4.2 The nominating committee is comprised of eight people from
the FFCC active membership, including but not limited to the
following: 



1.1.4.2.1 Three Color Guard Advisory Board (AB) members elected
by the Color Guard AB. 

1.1.4.2.2 One Percussion AB member elected by the
Percussion/Winds AB. 

1.1.4.2.3 One Winds AB member elected by the Percussion/Winds
AB. 

1.1.4.2.4 One FFCC Outdoor AB member elected by the Outdoor
AB. 

1.1.4.2.5 Two FFCC BOD Members, appointed by the FFCC BOD. 

1.1.4.3 The leadership of the committee will be determined by the
assembled members. 

1.1.4.4 The nominating committee accepts nominations from
members and pursues individuals whose service could be
beneficial to the organization, making those nominees and their
biographical and pertinent information available to the
membership at least two weeks before the Annual Meeting for
consideration. 

1.1.4.5 There is no limit on the number of nominees. 

1.1.4.6 Nominees must submit the following to the nominating
committee by the established deadline: 

1.1.4.6.1 Required biographical information on the application. 

1.1.4.6.2 The questionnaire attached to the application. 

1.1.4.6.3 A current resume. 

1.1.4.6.4 A recommendation letter is required, and must not be
from nominating committee members due to conflict of
interest.



1.1.4.7 The nominating committee shall vet all nominees before the
Annual Meeting. Any nomination not vetted by the committee is
deemed ineligible for consideration.

1.1.5 Election of the BOD

1.1.5.1 The nominating committee presents a slate of candidates to
the membership for approval at the Annual Meeting. 

1.1.5.2 If the membership approves the slate of candidates by a
majority vote, those candidates are installed as officers for the
designated term. 

1.1.5.3 If the slate of candidates fails to attain a majority vote, the
nominating committee must reconvene and submit another slate
in a special session meeting of the membership. This process
repeats until a full BOD is installed. 

1.1.5.4 Candidates are elected to the Board of Directors for two-year
terms. As defined by the FFCC Articles of Incorporation. Should an
individual be unable to serve their full term, the FFCC President
appoints a replacement to fulfill the term until the nomination
committee is reconvened in its annual cycle. 

1.2 Advisory Boards



1.2.1 Purpose

The purpose of all advisory boards is to meet annually, or as needed, to
discuss relevant issues to the physical and philosophical direction of
the FFCC. 

1.2.2 Responsibilities

1.2.2.1 Those organizations that achieve membership have the
responsibility of:

1.2.2.2 Advising the Education Committee on the direction of
initiatives for the coming season.

1.2.2.3 Addressing and suggesting changes to the policy and
procedure manual for the coming season.

1.2.2.4 Making recommendations regarding the philosophical
direction of the FFCC for the future.

1.2.2.5 Electing representatives to the nominating committee to
vet and present a slate of officers to the general membership
for election to the BOD.

1.2.2.6 Developing and overseeing competition rules and
regulations.

1.2.2.7 Selecting and evaluating the adjudication system.

1.2.2.8 Representing stakeholders, including show hosts, class
representatives, and regional liaisons.



1.2.3 Membership

Membership is based on achievement at the FFCC Outdoor
Championship event. It is available to all member organizations in
good standing with the FFCC. The advisory board is made up of:

The class champion from each competitive class

Five show hosts, representing each geographic region, as
appointed by the BoD

Four at large nominated by the general membership

1.2.4 Extenuating Circumstances

Should some extenuating circumstances cancel the FFCC Circuit
Championships event, advisory board membership is extended until
such time as new members may be seated.

1.2.5 Term Limits

Advisory board terms are two years and are assigned to the member
teams that achieve membership. At-large members serve two-year
terms on an alternating rotation. 
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2. Meetings

2.1  Purpose

The FFCC convenes at least two meetings of member teams annually: the Initial

Membership Meeting and the Annual Meeting. The BODs may schedule additional

meetings at their discretion when circumstances warrant further discussion or

action.

2.2 Initial Membership Meeting

The Initial Membership Meeting serves to initiate the processes for the upcoming

competitive season within the FFCC.

2.2.1 Timing

The meeting is held no later than one month before the start of the
competitive season. In extenuating circumstances, the BOD can
change the timing of the meeting. 



2.2.2 Information

Teams receive necessary information regarding operations and
logistics during the season, including but not limited to rule changes,
policy revisions, and financial information.

2.3 Annual Meeting

2.3.1 Timing

The meeting may be held a minimum of three months after the last
scheduled FFCC competitive show. In extenuating circumstances, the
BOD can change the timing of the meeting.

2.3.2 Delegates

Verified team delegates must log in to vote.

2.3.3 Roll Call

A roll call of team members occurs to verify attendance.



2.3.4 Proposals

Policy and procedural proposals, submitted through the FFCC website
and approved by majority vote of the respective advisory boards, are
read and reviewed for implementation in the FFCC Policy and
Procedure Manual, per the FFCC By-Laws.

2.3.5 Competition Dates

Potential dates for the next competition season are presented.

2.3.6 BOD Reports

Annual BOD reports are presented.

2.3.7 Nomination Committee

A review of the slate of candidates presented by the nomination
committee and the election of the BODs is held by ballot.

2.4 Voting Procedures



2.4.1 Delegates

Team delegates absent from a meeting must designate a voting
delegate.

The team director must log on to their CompetitionSuite profile no later
than 48 hours in advance of the meeting. On the CompetitionSuite
team profile page, they may change the name of the Designated
Voting Delegate. The delegate must be someone authorized to act on
behalf of the team in binding policy decisions and meet all
requirements of the school system or organization management to
represent the team. 

2.4.2 BOD Voting

BOD members have a vote in all general meetings.

2.4.3 Representation

Under no circumstances shall any person cast more than one vote in
any given poll. Nor shall they be permitted to represent more than one
member team in any vote casting.

2.4.4 Voting Modifications



The BOD may modify this voting process should there be extreme
situations.

2.5 Reporting

Detailed reports from any and all BOD meetings will be made available to all

member teams within ten days of the conclusion of the meeting.
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3. Code of Conduct

3.1 Code of Conduct

The FFCC is committed to providing a safe, educational,
respectful, inclusive, and professional environment for all
individuals participating in FFCC, FFCC Outdoor, and FFCC-
sanctioned events.

FFCC believes that participant welfare, safety, sportsmanship,
dignity, respect, and professionalism are fundamental to a
positive educational experience. All individuals and
organizations participating in FFCC activities are expected to
conduct themselves in a manner that supports these principles.

The welfare and safety of participants shall take precedence
over competitive, financial, organizational, or personal interests.

3.1.1 Purpose

The purpose of this Participant and Organization Code of Conduct is to
establish clear expectations for behavior and participation at FFCC-
sanctioned activities and to provide a framework for addressing



conduct that may negatively impact participants, events, or the
organization.

3.1.2 Definitions

Participant: Any individual who physically participates in or
supports a participating organization in an FFCC-sanctioned
activity, including performers, equipment or prop crew members,
student support staff, and other student participants.

Adult Participant: Any adult involved in an FFCC-sanctioned
activity, including directors, instructors, administrators, chaperones,
volunteers, members of the Board of Directors, adjudicators,
contractors, vendors, and other adults participating in or
supporting FFCC activities.

Minor: Any individual under eighteen (18) years of age.

Organization: Any member organization, guest organization, school,
ensemble, program, or affiliated entity participating in FFCC
activities.

FFCC Personnel: Individuals acting on behalf of FFCC in an official
capacity, including employees, contractors, volunteers,
adjudicators, event staff, and members of the Board of Directors.

Spectator: Any individual attending or observing an FFCC-
sanctioned activity who is not participating as a Participant, Adult
Participant, or FFCC Personnel.

FFCC Activity: Any event, competition, meeting, clinic, or other
activity conducted, sponsored, sanctioned, or administered by
FFCC.



3.2 Participant Protection, Reporting,
& Cooperation

3.2.1 Responsibility to Protect

Every adult associated with FFCC shares a responsibility to promote
and protect the physical, emotional, and psychological well-being of
participants and to help maintain a safe environment during FFCC
activities. 

3.2.2 Responsibility to Report

Individuals who become aware of conduct that may threaten
participant safety, violate this Code, or violate applicable law are
expected to report such concerns promptly to appropriate authorities
or organizations and notify FFCC leadership, when applicable.

3.2.3 Cooperation

The definitions contained in the Code of Conduct shall govern
the interpretation of these categories. 



All individuals and organizations subject to this policy shall cooperate
with reasonable FFCC inquiries and requests for information related to
reported concerns.

3.3 Participant Safety

3.3.1 Physical Safety

Individuals and organizations participating in FFCC activities are
expected to take reasonable steps to provide a physically safe
environment for performers, staff, volunteers, and spectators.

This includes, but is not limited to, the safe use of equipment and props,
consideration of weather and environmental conditions, adherence to
venue safety requirements, and avoidance of conduct that creates an
unreasonable risk of physical injury.

All participants are expected to comply with safety-related directions
issued by FFCC event staff, venue personnel, and emergency
responders.

Failure to report known violations involving
participant safety may itself constitute a
violation of this policy.



3.3.2 Organizational Responsibility

Member and guest organizations shall maintain policies and
procedures designed to:

Protect participants

Provide appropriate supervision

Permit confidential reporting of concerns

Address allegations and safety concerns promptly

Promote safe rehearsal and performance environments

3.3.3 Emergency Authority

When participant safety may be at risk, the FFCC President, Executive
Committee, or their designee may impose temporary restrictions,
suspensions, or removal from participation pending the review of
reported concerns.

Such action will not be considered a finding of misconduct.

3.4 Adult-Minor Interactions 

Adult Participants working with minors are expected to maintain

appropriate professional boundaries at all times. Organizations

that serve minors shall establish and enforce reasonable



policies, practices, and safeguards designed to promote

participant safety and reduce the risk of misconduct. For

scholastic organizations, existing school, district, or institutional

policies may satisfy this expectation.

Examples of such safeguards may include:

Transparent and professional communications with

participants. Inclusion of parents or guardians in

communications when appropriate 

Avoidance of unnecessary one-on-one interactions between

adults and minors

Appropriate supervision of participants during rehearsals,

performances, travel, and related activities

Compliance with organizational safeguarding policies

Conduct that creates a risk to participant welfare
or demonstrates a failure to maintain
appropriate professional boundaries may be
subject to review by FFCC.



3.5 Social Media and Electronic
Communications

3.5.1 Guidelines

The FFCC respects the right to use social networking sites and does not
wish to discourage self-publishing or self-expression. Nevertheless, we
expect all involved in the FFCC to follow applicable guidelines and
policies. All persons using social media should be clear that any posts
are their own and they are not authorized to speak on behalf of the
FFCC. 

3.5.2 Policies

Our policies prohibit the use of social media to post or display
comments that are vulgar, obscene, threatening, intimidating,
harassing, or hostile on account of race, religion, national origin, age,
gender expression, sexual orientation, veteran status, marital status,
physical or mental disability, political preference or any other basis or
characteristic protected by applicable law on platforms controlled by
the FFCC. 

3.6 Spectator Conduct

Spectators shall conduct themselves in a respectful and

sportsmanlike manner. The following behaviors are prohibited:



Harassment, threatening conduct, abusive language, or
disruption of performances

Interference with event operations or failure to comply with
venue rules

Failure to comply with reasonable directions from FFCC
event staff, venue personnel, or emergency responders

3.7 Disciplinary Action

3.7.1 Violations

Individual participants, staff, or volunteers who are found to violate the
FFCC Code of Conduct are subject to further investigations as
conducted by the FFCC BOD. Based on the circumstances considered,
the decision to apply disciplinary action up to and including dismissal
can be made at the sole discretion of the FFCC President.

3.7.2 Extreme Circumstances

In extreme circumstances, termination of a group's participation in the
FFCC may be considered if, after a thorough investigation, finds their

FFCC reserves the right to remove any individual
whose behavior adversely affects the event
environment.



management has recklessly or continually put participants, staff, or
volunteers in unsafe situations or ignored flagrant violations of the
Code of Conduct.

3.7.3 Action

3.7.3.1 The type of action taken depends on the facts and
circumstances surrounding each situation. Please note that the
corrective action may vary in process, depending on the
circumstances. It is important to note that the type of action
applied, as well as any prior notice of action, is at FFCC's sole
discretion.

3.7.3.2 The policies of this Code of Conduct should provide all
participants, staff, and volunteers with an understanding of what is
considered appropriate or inappropriate behavior. While all
possible circumstances are impossible to delineate, those
participating with the FFCC should not take any chances with the
spirit of these guidelines.
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4. Code of Ethics

4.1 Requirements

All staff, volunteers, member teams, and guest teams participating in FFCC and

FFCC-sanctioned events must accept and act under these ethical policies.

4.1.1 Negative Conduct

The FFCC does not tolerate conduct that negatively impacts the
organization or the experience of our performers. All participants, staff,
and volunteers should consider themselves as ambassadors of the
FFCC. All parties are not only expected to uphold these policies but also
help remind others of them when necessary.

4.1.2 Discipline

The FFCC reserves the right to discipline, discharge, or suspend
participants, staff, or volunteers who engage in, or are alleged to have



engaged in, unlawful activity at a FFCC-sanctioned event to the extent
consistent with applicable law.

4.2 Alcohol & Controlled Substances

FFCC participants have the right to participate in an

environment free of alcohol and controlled substances.

No person shall possess, distribute, consume, or appear to be

under the influence of:

Alcohol

Illegal drugs

Controlled substances without lawful prescription

Intoxicating substances

The possession or use of such substances on school grounds or

event facilities is prohibited except as permitted by law and

venue regulations.

Violations may result in immediate removal
and/or additional disciplinary action.



4.3 Sexual Misconduct

4.3.1 Expectations

The FFCC strictly prohibits all conduct that could pose a threat to the
safety of participants of an FFCC-sanctioned event. If any participating
group receives information of any kind (oral, written, informal, formal)
suggesting that misconduct occurred that is connected in any way to
individuals or activities associated with the participating group, and if
the suggested misconduct meets any of the following criteria, then the
participating group shall report to the appropriate authorities and
inform the FFCC (board@ffcc.org) of the information in writing
immediately.

4.3.1.1 Any misconduct of a sexual nature or potentially classifiable
as a sex offense under applicable law, including, without limitation,
so-called "victimless" activities such as prostitution, pornography,
and indecent exposure.

4.3.1.2 Any misconduct in which actual or suggested sexual
relations are an element.

4.3.1.3 Any harassing conduct pertaining to, in whole or in part, an
individual's gender, gender expression, or sexual orientation.

4.3.1.4 Any conduct involving harm to a minor.

4.3.2 Internal Policies

Participating groups shall maintain effective internal policies and procedures for the
protection and safety of their participants, staff, and volunteers, including, without limitation,
the ability of any individual to report suspected misconduct without reprisal. Participating

mailto:board@ffcc.org


groups shall conduct effective internal investigations, take appropriate and effective
remedial action under the circumstances, and report actions to the FFCC
Leadership immediately.

4.3.3 Disciplinary Action

Anyone found to have participated in misconduct that threatens the safety of a participant
will be disciplined as the FFCC finds appropriate, up to and including a permanent ban from
association with any FFCC-sanctioned event in any capacity.

4.4 Harrassment

4.4.1 Definition

Behavior that may be considered inappropriate or may be deemed as
harassment is not allowed. Harassment refers to a full spectrum of
offensive behavior. When the term is used in a legal sense, it refers to
actions that can be deemed threatening or disturbing and that exceed
those sanctioned by society. Conduct that creates a hostile
environment is prohibited. Such conduct may include:

4.4.1.1 Any harassing behavior about, in whole or in part, an
individual's race, gender, gender expression, sexual orientation,
race, ethnicity or religion.

4.4.1.2 Repeated unwanted sexual flirtations, sexual innuendos,
advances, or propositions.

4.4.1.3 Verbal abuse of a sexual nature.

4.4.1.4 Verbal comments about an individual's body.



4.4.1.5 Sexually degrading words used to describe an individual.

4.4.1.6 Unwanted physical contact.

4.4.1.7 Cyber-bullying or social media abuse.

4.4.1.8 Any other behavior that is not socially acceptable in a
professional environment. 

4.4.2 Disciplinary Action

Any participant, staff, or volunteer who is found, after an appropriate
investigation, to have harassed another participant,  staff, employee,
contractor, volunteer, or customer of FFCC is subject to appropriate
disciplinary actions, including dismissal and/or permanent suspension.

4.5 Anti-Retaliation and
Whistleblower

In an effort to protect all interested parties and address our commitment to integrity

and ethical behavior, the FFCC will not tolerate any retaliation against anyone who

makes a good faith report, or threatens to make a good faith report, regarding the

FFCC, another organization, or an individual, whose suspencted violation of the law

or other violation endangers the health or safety of a participant, any personnel of

the FFCC or a participating group, or the general public.
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5. Reporting and Inquiries

5.1 Reporting

5.1.1 Reporting Immediate Concerns

Concerns involving participant safety, misconduct, or other issues
requiring immediate attention during an FFCC activity should be
reported to FFCC event personnel or other appropriate onsite
personnel as soon as possible.

5.1.2 Confidentiality

FFCC will make reasonable efforts to protect the confidentiality of
reports and related information to the extent practical and consistent
with the review of reported concerns and applicable legal obligations.

5.1.3 Independent Action

FFCC may investigate reported concerns and take disciplinary action
regardless of whether criminal or civil proceedings are initiated,



pending, or concluded.

5.2 Violation of Policy

Violations of this policy may result in one or more of the following
actions:

Verbal warning

Written warning

Probation

Event removal

Suspension

Loss of credentials

Disqualification

Organizational sanctions

Permanent prohibition from participation

FFCC shall honor and enforce restrictions, suspensions, eligibility
limitations, and other sanctions imposed by Winter Guard
International (WGI) as required by applicable agreements and
affiliations.

FFCC may recognize and enforce disciplinary actions, suspensions,
eligibility restrictions, or other sanctions imposed by other governing
bodies when deemed appropriate.

The FFCC President and Board of Officers shall retain discretion
regarding disciplinary outcomes and the application of sanctions
under this policy.



In cases involving organizations, sanctions may include suspension
or termination of membership, participation privileges, or event
eligibility. 

5.3 Assumption of Responsibility and
Hold Harmless

Registration for, participation in, volunteering for, employment by,
adjudication of, attendance at, or involvement in any FFCC or FFCC-
sanctioned event constitutes acknowledgment and acceptance of
this Code of Conduct and Ethics Policy.

By participating or attending, all individuals and organizations agree
to abide by the requirements contained herein and accept
responsibility for their own actions and the actions of persons under
their supervision.

Participants, spectators, volunteers, instructors, directors, member
organizations, guest organizations, and attendees acknowledge that
FFCC cannot control every action of every individual participating in
or attending its events.

Accordingly, to the fullest extent permitted by law, all participants
and organizations agree to release, defend, indemnify, and hold
harmless FFCC, its officers, directors, employees, volunteers, agents,
representatives, and affiliates from claims, damages, losses,
liabilities, costs, and expenses arising from violations of this Code of
Conduct by participants, attendees, spectators, volunteers,
instructors, directors, or organizations, except where caused by
FFCC's own gross negligence or willful misconduct.



FFCC reserves the right to interpret, amend,
revise, suspend, or enforce this policy as
necessary to protect participant welfare and
preserve the integrity of the organization. 



Lesson 8 of 19

6. Eligibility

6.1 Eligibility

Ensembles will be composed of students from a single school. The following

exceptions will be allowed upon school administration approval:

Home-schooled, remote, or like students who are allowed to participate in that

school’s Ensemble.

Feeder students or students from younger grades who plan to participate in the

program in the future.

Intra-district access-limited students are those who do not have an Ensemble

to participate in at their school.

Ensembles from multiple schools may combine if hardships necessitate this for the

survival of their programs. These ensembles are reviewed and approved by the FFCC

BOD on a case-by-case basis.
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7. Classification

7.1 Classification

Classes are determined by the total number of performers in the competition area,

including drum major(s), percussion, color guard, and auxiliary.

Class 1A: 50 Performers or Less Class

2A: 51-71 Performers Class

3A: 72-94 Performers Class

4A: 95-119 Performers Class

5A: 120-147 Performers or More Class

6A: 148 Performers or More

Festival Class: Rating or Comments Only, All Sizes
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8. Registration

8.1 Registration

8.1.1 Early Registration

Early registration is available at a discounted rate from March through August 31.

8.1.2 Regular Registration

Beginning September 1, the regular registration fee increases.

8.1.3 Event Access

Registration provides each band with unlimited access to participate in any
and all FFCC Outdoor regular season events.

8.1.4 Championships Registration

There is an additional fee for Championships registration. Registration closes the first
Saturday in October or when maximum capacity is reached. 



To qualify for the FFCC Outdoor Championships, bands must attend at least one FFCC
Outdoor season event. Waivers may be granted for bands with no FFCC Outdoor event within
100 miles of their location. 

8.1.5 Membership & Competition Suite

All membership registrations are managed through Competition Suite.
Once payment is received, directors will be able to:

Add staff members to their account

Select and manage show entries

Access additional administrative tools and resources

8.1.6 Performance Order

The date of payment will determine the performance order within each
division at every event. Early payment ensures priority placement.
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9. Membership

9.1 Right To Deny

The FFCC BOD reserves the right to deny or cancel the membership of any team that

is counterproductive, disruptive, or in direct conflict with the goals and philosophies

of the FFCC. This includes all forms of social and digital media. Application or

registration to the FFCC does not guarantee acceptance or membership.

9.2 Member Teams

9.2.1 Definition

Member teams are defined as teams that have paid their annual
membership fee, completed all paperwork and membership training
requirements, and been accepted by the governing body of the
organization.

9.2.2 Entitlements



Member teams are entitled to compete in contests that are sanctioned
or co-sanctioned by the FFCC and which are still open for registration.
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10. Credentials & Wristbands

10.1 Credentials and Event Access

FFCC-issued credentials are intended to identify authorized

personnel and provide access to designated event areas

necessary for the performance of assigned duties. All credentials

remain the property of FFCC.

10.1.1 Personnel

10.1.1.1 Personnel who are issued credentials shall:

Wear or present credentials when required or requested by
FFCC staff or event management.

Follow all event access procedures and instructions provided
by FFCC.

Access only those areas authorized by FFCC.

10.1.1.2 Personnel shall not:

Share, loan, transfer, sell, or permit another individual to use
their credential.

Alter, duplicate, reproduce, or misuse any credential.



Provide access to unauthorized individuals.

Post, share, or distribute images of FFCC credentials in a
manner that could facilitate duplication, misuse, or
unauthorized access.

10.1.2 Lost or Stolen

Lost or stolen credentials shall be reported to FFCC as soon as possible.

9.1 Outdoor Credentials and
Wristbands

9.1.1 Wristbands

Each FFCC Outdoor event will utilize three separate wristband colors,
provided by the circuit as follows:

Color 1: Directors, Staff, Chaperones, and Spectators

Color 2: Performers

Violation of this policy may result in revocation of
credentials, removal from an event, disciplinary
action, termination of contractual relationships,
or other action deemed appropriate by FFCC.



Color 3: Volunteers from the host school

9.1.2 Director, Staff & Chaperone Wristbands

Each participating group is provided with the following wristbands at
unit check-in, which allow access for the directors, staff, and
chaperones.

One wristband for every 10 performers (rounded up to the next 10).

One additional director's choice wristband.

Two laminated director badges that also act as season-long
passes.

This policy provides credentials for enough supervisory adults to travel
with your program and comply with the 10:1 ratio that school districts
require. Whether these supervising adults are credentialed and
background-checked instructors or parent chaperones is at the
discretion of the band director.

Example: a band with 92 members will receive:

Two Director Badges

One Director wristband

Ten Staff/Chaperone wristbands

For a total of 13 wristbands

9.2.3 All-Access Credentials



Advisory Board, adjudicators, and contest staff receive an all-access
badge that can be used throughout the season.
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11. Event Operations

11.1 Event Logistics

Under normal conditions, these procedures are followed for events; however,

exceptions may apply. Always follow the posted event details on the website.

11.1.1 Event Logistics

Event information, maps, and schedules for each Outdoor event will be
posted on the FFCC website.

11.1.2 Schedules

Event schedules are finalized no later than two weeks prior to each
event. Any updates that occur within 48 hours of the event are directly
communicated to directors. Communication methods utilized include
emails and text messages through Competition Suite.



11.2 Program Announcements

11.2.1 Announcement Policies

The program announcement is read by a live announcer at the 3:30 interval time.

Directors can cue the T&P judge to start the announcement at any time before the 3:30
interval time.

Ensembles may play a pre-recorded program announcement with the following
stipulations:

It matches the script, verbatim

It is played at or before the 3:30 interval time

Penalties may be applied for rule(s) violation and/or failure to comply with
announcement policies, at the discretion of the Contest Director, up to and
including disqualification.

11.2.2 Announcement Script

When the ensemble crosses the timing line, the live announcer will say:
The next band in the (Group Division), joining us from (Group
Location), please welcome (Group Name)!

On or before the 3:30 interval time, either the live announcer or a pre-
recorded announcement will say:

Presenting their program (Program Title), the FFCC is proud to
present Drum Major(s) (drum major names) and the (Group



Name)! After the performance Ladies and Gentlemen, (Group
Name), under the direction of, (Director(s).

11.3 Ticket Sales

Ticket sales for all FFCC Outdoor events will be sold through Simple Raise or another

approved ticketing system. Pricing and ticket sales links will be made available by

the FFCC a month before the competitive event.   

11.4 Critique

11.4.1 Availability

The FFCC will host critiques at each outdoor event as time permits. 

11.4.2 Critique Structure

Each critique session is comprised of time with both the visual
panel and the music panel.

Ensembles rotate two at a time.

Some ensembles may choose to have percussion and
colorguard/auxiliary break off from the larger panel, which can be



handled in their specific rounds. This is during the existing two
rounds and would not add additional rounds.

11.4.3 Preparation & Purpose

Members should prepare for critique by arriving ready to listen with an
open mind, take clear notes, and ask focused questions that turn
feedback into concrete next steps.

11.4.4 Concerns & Feedback

Any concerns regarding adjudication must be communicated to the
FFCC Judge Administrator.

11.5 Weather Procedures

Inclement weather and other emergencies can affect the ability to carry out events

as planned. The safety of students, staff, and spectators is paramount in any

emergency situation, and no single policy can cover every potential emergency.

If rain has started the day before or the day of the event, or a natural disaster has

struck the FFCC and show hosts will take all possible actions to ensure the safety of

all stakeholders.



11.5.1 Host Responsibilities

Host checks the field for flooding or other impending issues at the
end of the day and/or first thing in the morning.

Host checks warm-up, parking zones, and all other areas of
importance for potential flooding or other issues that might be
caused by natural disasters upon arrival to campus.

Host reports to the FFCC Director of Operations, Director of Events,
and Contest Director immediately.

11.5.2 Communication Protocol

Regardless of conditions, the FFCC sends communications to all
participating ensembles.

If conditions with standing water or falling rain have not improved
or continue to decline, the FFCC Administration will continue to
send updates to all ensembles.

All plans related to delays (indoor spaces for warm-up or the event
itself, cancellations, etc.) are discussed with the FFCC Director of
Operations, Director of Events, Contest Director, and the event host,
then communicated to the participating ensembles.

11.5.3 Standstill Performance



FFCC Outdoor is committed to providing as many students as possible
with the opportunity to perform in a standstill event. Participation will
be determined based on the size and suitability of each facility, as well
as safety considerations and the protection of the facility. The final
determination regarding the number of performers permitted on the
performance floor will be made by the Contest Director and Lead
Judge.

Because of facility size and other event-specific considerations,
smaller bands may have greater opportunities for complete ensemble
participation.
The presence of additional auxiliary performers will not impact scoring
when those performers are appropriately incorporated into the
performance.

11.6 Contest Operations, Policy &
Expectations

11.6.1 Contest Director

The FFCC Contest Director, in conjunction with the FFCC Board of
Directors, will have the responsibility for the interpretation of FFCC
policy and procedure at FFCC and FFCC-sanctioned events.

11.6.1.1 The FFCC Contest Director is defined as an independent
contractor hired by the FFCC specifically for administrative tasks on
the day of FFCC events. 



11.6.2 Tailgating and Food Service

11.6.2.1 Participating ensembles, staff, chaperones, and affiliated
organizations (including booster groups) may not engage in
tailgating activities on event grounds. Tailgating is defined as the
organized setup, preparation, or distribution of food intended to
serve groups.

11.6.2.2 The preparation, serving, or distribution of meals is not
permitted on event property, including parking areas. The use of
grills, open-flame cooking devices, or catering equipment,
including but not limited to tables, serving lines, chafing dishes, or
buffet-style setups, is not permitted.

11.6.2.3 Only light snacks and water for participants are permitted.
Such items must be pre-packaged or individually distributed and
may not be organized in a manner consistent with a meal service.
Support of host site concessions is encouraged.

11.6.2.4 The Contest Director and any member of the BOD determine if there is a
violation of this policy. 

11.6.2.5 The first offense is $5 per performing member, the second
offense is $10 per performing member, and the third offense is
disqualification. 

11.6.3 Contest Sites

11.6.3.1 Because FFCC is a guest at our host stadiums, additional
stadium- and/or venue-specific policies may be in effect. FFCC
will identify and include known restrictions/limitations in pre-



contest communications. However, any concerns expressed by
the stadium management on-site will be addressed and must
be acted upon and complied with by the participating
ensembles.

11.6.3.2 Financial responsibility for any damage to facilities or the
show site rests with the member unit that caused the damage.

11.7 Equipment Use and Safety

11.7.1 Vehicles

11.7.1.1 Off-road mechanized vehicles (defined as golf carts, garden
tractors, small ATV All-Terrain Vehicles, etc.) will be allowed to pull
equipment trailers, only for set-up and take-down, unless
prohibited by the contest venue.

11.7.1.2 Pick-up trucks, large tractors, or similar vehicles are not
permitted. The participating ensemble and its school are liable.
They will be held responsible for any damage to a performance
field or venue caused by violation of these policies and/or actions
of the operators.

11.7.2 Hazardous Materials

The following are NOT ALLOWED in a performance or on the
performance field:



Pyrotechnics of any kind, including fire, fireworks, or the discharge
of arms

Aerosols or pressurized canisters

Glass

Strobe or pulsating lights

Powder or other airborne material

Paper, confetti, or other debris

Lights-out routines

Animals

Drones or any remote-controlled airborne device

Hazardous equipment or illegal use of equipment that may
damage the show site

11.7.3 Props

11.7.3.1 Props built and/or used by participating ensembles at FFCC
events shall be limited to a maximum height of 15 feet (including
safety or other railing or equipment). Any prop found in violation
will not be allowed to enter the performance field.

11.7.3.2 No participant may be, or be placed on, any portion of any
prop where the participant's feet are more than six (6) feet above
the playing surface of the performance field unless appropriate
safety railing and/or other safety equipment are in place and in
use.

11.7.3.3 No additional setup/tear down time will be allowed for prop
assembly. Prop disassembly and removal must not be disruptive or



hinder the next performance or performance area of the next
ensemble. (See Rule 7.0 for penalties for delay of contest)

11.7.3.4 The Chief Judge shall at all times have the authority to
prohibit the use of any prop or equipment that they believe
presents an unreasonable or unacceptable risk of injury or harm to
participants, facilities, or others or potential danger to a venue or its
property.

11.7.3.5 Ensembles are strongly recommended to use the utmost
caution and forethought in planning and use of props and
equipment that might place participants and any other persons in
potential danger during assembly, loading, unloading,
transportation, or use. Ensembles are encouraged to contact FFCC
Admin to inquire about the use of equipment or materials when
their permissibility may be in question.

11.7.4 Footwear

All performers in the ensemble must wear soled footwear during the entire performance.

11.8  General Conduct

Penalties may be applied for rule(s) violation and/or failure
to comply with venue directions, at the discretion of the
Contest Director, up to and including disqualification.



FFCC may issue warnings and/or penalties for actions and/or behaviors that violate

the principles of fair play or professional behavior and do not represent the values of

FFCC. Such actions and behaviors include, but are not limited to:

11.8.1 Contest Personnel

Failure to follow directives from contest personnel related to conduct in any area, including
parking lots, warm-up areas, etc.

11.8.2 Verbal Remarks and Behavior

Verbal remarks and behaviors at the venue, whether in or outside the performance field, by
members, staff, and/or other badge/pass holders that are generally disrespectful and
contrary to the values of FFCC and/or general human conduct and dialogue

11.8.3 Infractions

Any delay of the contest, improper conduct, or infraction for which no specific rule or penalty
is provided

11.8.4 Adjudicator Communication

Directors may not contact any adjudicator other than the timing and penalties adjudicator
at any time during the competition. 



Penalties may be applied for rule(s) violation and/or failure
to comply with venue directions, at the discretion of the
Contest Director, up to and including disqualification.
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12. Copyright & Licensing

12.1 Recording

Video recording is NOT permitted at any FFCC event.

Any liability associated with unauthorized recordings will rest

with the individual or organization making the recording. FFCC

does not condone, nor accept any liability for, any unauthorized

recording during the event. In most cases, using musical

selections in video recordings requires synchronization licensing

to comply with copyright law. Consult your legal counsel.

12.2 Cameras & Recording

12.2.1 Cameras & Photography

12.2.1.2 Use of cameras of any kind is not allowed on the field. Still
cameras (digital or film, professional or otherwise) are allowed into
the stadium and may be used from stadium seating, but not on the
field.



12.2.1.3 Photographers can utilize the staff viewing area or the
stands, but are not allowed onto the track, field, or sidelines.
Photographers may not impede the view of any adjudicator. 

12.2.1.4 ABSOLUTELY NO FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY!

12.2.1.5 The use of portable accessories, including but not limited to
tripods, stands, monopods, or any equipment-stabilizing devices, is
not allowed.

12.2.2 Event Photography

The FFCC reserves the right to contract event photography sales with
an exclusive vendor. While spectators and bands may photograph
their own teams at FFCC Outdoor events, unauthorized sales are not
permitted by any individuals or organizations without the express
written permission of the FFCC.

12.3 Copyright Compliance



All ensembles must comply with copyright laws regarding the performance and/or

use of arrangements of copyrighted music, visual images, and other materials, as

well as the use of copyrighted audio or spoken text, and the display of copyrighted

words and images.

Each ensemble shall take steps necessary to obtain permission/license to use and

arrange music performed, as well as any visual and/or audio images presented.

We must stress that you do not ignore the Permission to Arrange

requirement to participate in any FFCC event.

12.3.1 Responsibility

All marching bands, percussion, and winds ensembles are required to
secure permission to arrange for all songs involved within their
performance.

For assistance securing permission to arrange, we suggest you visit
ClickNClear or Tresona

12.3.2 Permissions

All groups are required to maintain records of all permissions to
arrange as legally required by copyright laws. Failure to have this
information may result in the ensemble being barred from
competition/performance. In addition, the teams will be held
accountable to the full measure of the law.

12.3.3 Spoken Word

https://wgi.clicknclear.com/en-us/
https://tresonamusic.com/


Spoken word, including movie quotes and literary quotations, may
contain copyrighted content.  You should exercise care to ensure that
you have permission to use any copyrighted words in your show.

12.3.4 Visual Pieces

Visual pieces of art, including photographs, are most likely copyrighted.
You should exercise care to ensure that you have permission to use
any copyrighted visual image in your show.

If groups do not secure licensing
before your performance, you may
incur considerable penalties and
be liable for any infringement of

copyrighted materials. These
penalties can potentially reach
thousands of dollars for each

infringement. 

PENALTY: Failure to comply will result in disqualification from
the immediate contest, and the ensemble will be placed on
probation until the issue is resolved.
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13. Scoring & Adjudication

13.1 Competing Ensembles

Each ensemble will receive a score based on the total possible 100 points, computed

to the nearest thousandth of a point. The score is the total of the scores given by

each of the eight adjudicators. All scoring is performed using a build-up,

achievement-based, and educational criteria for each caption.

The calculation of the total score for each caption is:

13.1.1 Total Score Calculation

POINTS AVERAGE

30 Music Effect + Visual Effect

30 Music Performance Ensemble + Music Performance Individual

20 Visual Performance Ensemble + Visual Performance Individual



10 Percussion

10 Color Guard/Auxillary

TOTAL= 100

13.1.2 Percentage of Total Score

CAPTION PERCENTAGE

Music Effect 15%

Visual Effect 15%

Ensemble Music Performance 15%

Individual Music Performance 15%

Ensemble Visual Performance 10%

Individual Visual Performance 10%

Percussion 10%

Color Guard/Auxillary 10%



13.1.3 Standstill Scoring

In the case of an adjudicated standstill, the music and effect captions
are the only numbers used to determine ranking and placement. If
visual, percussion, and color guard/auxiliary adjudicators are present,
they may adjudicate all ensembles as they normally would; however,
in this setting, a score is not assigned.

13.1.4 Percussion & Color Guard Scoring

Percussion and Color Guard/Auxiliary are scored to a total of 200
points, computed to the nearest tenth of a point. Scoring in these
captions is included in the scoring and placement of the ensemble as
a whole.

Adjudication in these captions will assist these sections in such a way
as to augment the success of the whole ensemble. If an ensemble
does not have a color guard/auxiliary or percussion section, the
minimum score for the competitive week will be used in factoring the
overall score.

13.2 Festival & Rating Score System

Festival & Rating class ensembles will receive adjudicator commentary and a public

rating using a local linear scale associated with the box descriptor on the FFCC

Outdoor Adjudicator sheets. Bands may receive the following ratings:

Good

Excellent



Superior

13.3 Competitive Ties

In the case of a bottom-line tie between two or more ensembles, the tie is broken by

ranking the ensembles by the combined music and visual effect scores. Should a tie

still exist, the combined music performance scores are used to break the tie. The

tabulator is responsible for bringing the tie to the attention of the chief judge.

13.4 Adjudication

All FFCC Outdoor events use FFCC-approved adjudicators. Each event requires one

adjudicator in each of the following captions and will adjudicate each ensemble

from the location indicated below.

CAPTION LOCATION

Visual Ensemble Press Box

Music Ensemble Press Box

Effect Visual Press Box

Effect Musi Press Box

Music Individual Field Level



Visual Individual Field Level

Percussion Press Box

Color Guard/Auxiliary Press Box

Timing & Penalty Field Level

At any FFCC Outdoor event, a missing judge will utilize the following procedure:

1. If the missing judge is an analysis judge, eliminate the Individual judge. The

ensemble score is entered as the individual score.

2. If the missing judge is the color guard or percussion judge, average the two

remaining visual or music scores and enter that score as the percussion or

color guard score.

3. If the missing judge is a GE judge, move an analysis judge to the GE Caption.

4. If it is not possible to move an analysis judge to GE, enter the average of the

music or visual analysis scores as the GE score.

If more than one judge is missing from any FFCC event, the FFCC Chief Judge will

consult with local FFCC officials to create the best scenario to serve the performing

groups.

13.5 Protest

Any protest of the rules and/or judging of a contest will be

addressed by the Contest Director and the Contest Chief Judge



at the event in question. 

13.5.1 The Chief Judge is appointed by the FFCC BOD, given

the responsibilities of administering all aspects of the

adjudication of FFCC events with the guidance and input of

the Board.

13.6 National Colors

Use of the National Colors is optional. Should an ensemble opt to use the National

Flag, the following guidelines are recommended for its use. 

13.6.1 Flag Code

These guidelines shall not be authority, either expressed or implied, to
violate any national, state or provincial laws at variance with them.

13.6.1.1 Bearer of the national flag, while in possession of that flag,
shall never engage in dance or theatrical steps.

13.6.1.2 The National Flag shall never be permitted to touch the
ground.

13.6.1.3 The National Flag shall always be afforded the general
respect and dignity associated with our National symbol.



13.6.1.4 The National Flag shall be guarded by at least one
simulated weapon at all times. The National Flag may be posted
according to the proper posting procedure.

PENALTY: 0.1 to 5.0 points will be assessed for flagrant offensive
violations of these guidelines at the discretion of the Contest
Director.
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14. Pre-Performance

14.1 Warm-up Rules

14.1.1 Warm-up Location

14.1.1.1 Ensembles may not practice or warm up within earshot or
visual vicinity of the stadium except at the designated times in the
designated areas.

14.1.1.2 Musical warm-up before the optional field warm-up must be
done in an area removed from the hearing range of the stadium.

14.1.1.3 Bands may only participate in visual and musical rehearsal
activities during their assigned warm-up time and in designated
warm-up areas. Rehearsal of any kind outside of these times is not
permitted. Prior to the assigned warm-up time, bands must remain
in a non-rehearsal state; only passive preparation such as
stretching or verbal instruction is permitted.

14.1.1.4 Guards may participate in an organized warm-up with
equipment prior to their designated warm-up time, as long as it
does not interfere with warm-up or performance areas.



14.1.1.5 Percussion may be tuned prior to warm-up, as long as it
does not interfere with the warm-up or performance areas.

14.1.2 Time-Keeping

14.1.2.1 Time-keeping devices such as metronomes, jam blocks,
megaphones, or similar voice amplification devices, and audio
systems may be tested and used in warm-up areas but must be
used with a wired-connected microphone and must remain at a
reasonable volume depending on the acoustics of the warm-up
area and proximity to other ensembles /warm-up areas, judging
areas, and the performance field.

14.1.2.2 Wireless microphones and audio and/or lighting control
devices may interfere with performances in the stadium and may
not be used in warm-up areas.

14.1.2.3 Use of specific devices may be restricted or ordered
discontinued on-site if such devices interfere with other ensembles
in the warm-up areas or with performances in the stadium.

14.2 Field Entry & Setup

Penalties may be assessed at the discretion of the Contest
Director up to disqualification for warm-up violations. 



14.2.1 Report Time

Ensembles must report by their scheduled report time. Distances from
warm-up areas to the stadium vary from venue to venue. Ensembles
should be ready to enter the performance field at their designated
performance time.

14.2.2 Entry

14.2.2.1 Timing starts on cue from the Timing and Penalties
adjudicator; the ensemble enters the Performance Field. At 3:30, the
initial announcement is made. Information sent before the event
will include additional site-specific information regarding the
Performance Field.

14.2.2.2  If/when safe to do so, the Timing and Penalties adjudicator
may signal the front ensemble to move along the front sideline to
the stage before the ensemble's interval time begins. The front
ensemble may not enter the field or produce sound before the
ensemble's interval time starts.

14.2.2.3 Any/all sound and/or lighting checks on the field may begin
as soon as the ensemble enters the Performance Field. Conducting
podiums may be placed anywhere in the Performance Area,
including the track and/or areas surrounding the Performance
Field. No podiums may be placed in the Audience Area.

14.2.3 Noncompetitive Personnel



14.2.3.1 Adults may enter the performance field before the
performance to set up equipment and after the performance to
remove equipment. Adults, including those assisting in setting up
props or equipment, must clear the Performance Field for the
duration of the performance.

14.2.3.2 Adults may enter the performance field during the
performance to attend to an issue concerning the safety of the
performers: to retrieve errant props or attend to failure or loss of
power or connectivity to a sound system without penalty, as
determined by the Timing and Penalty Adjudicator.

14.2.3.3 There will be no penalty for the use of noncompetitive
personnel such as parents who need to retrieve props that are
blowing away, electronics crews, and the like. It is suggested that
good judgment be used when utilizing noncompetitive personnel.
(Scores can be affected if the noncompetitive personnel are a
hindrance to the performance.)

A penalty may be assessed for inadvertent or apparently
unintended adults present on the Performance Field up to 0.1
points per violation.

A penalty may be assessed for adults contributing to the
performance (except as permitted above) up to 0.5 points
per violation.



1.3 Performance Timing

14.3.1 Interval Timing

Interval timing begins when the Timing and Penalties Adjudicator
indicates the ensemble may enter the performance field. 

The interval time includes setting up, warming up (optional), the
performance, and vacating the competition area.

Timing Definitions:

Class Interval
Minimum
Performance

Maximum
Performance

1A 13 Minutes 4 Minutes 11 Minutes

2A & 3A 14 Minutes 4 Minutes 11 Minutes

4A, 5A, 6A 15 Minutes 4 Minutes 11 Minutes

14.3.2 Performance Timing

Performance timing will begin with the first note of music or the first
movement of the ensemble and end at the conclusion of the
ensemble’s performance.



14.3.3 Championships

FFCC Outdoor Championships interval timing may be adjusted based
on registrations.

14.4 Announcements

14.4.1 Announcing Process

Ensembles are introduced by the event announcer when they first
cross the timing line. The event announcer will always make this
announcement, regardless of a preshow or not. 

14.4.2 Program Announcement

14.4.2.1 The Program Announcement (show title, drum major introduction, and ensemble
designation) will begin at 3:30 of the interval time. The Program Announcement may
commence before the 3:30 mark if the Ensemble Director makes that request to the
Timing and Penalties Adjudicator.

14.4.2.2 Ensembles may use their own sound equipment to play a Program
Announcement in lieu of the event announcer. This must be communicated to the
Timing and Penalties Adjudicator before the ensemble begins moving into the
competition area.

14.4.2.3 Ensemble-provided program announcements may be live or pre-recorded. In all
cases, the FFCC script must be followed verbatim. All script timing rules still apply as if



the Program Announcement were being carried out by the announcer. The script
template is available on the FFCC website in the resource section

14.4.3 Announcement Script

The program announcement will be read by the live announcer at the 3:30 interval time.

Directors can cue the T&P judge to start the announcement at any time before the 3:30
interval time.

Ensembles may play a pre-recorded program announcement with the following stipulations:

It matches the script, verbatim

It is played at or before the 3:30 interval time

Announcement Script: When the ensemble crosses the timing line, the live announcer will
say:
The next band in the (Group Division), joining us from (Group Location), please welcome
(Group Name)!

On or before 3:30, either the live announcer or a pre-recorded announcement will say:
Presenting their program (Program Title), the FFCC is proud to present Drum Major(s) (drum
major names) and the (Group Name)! After the performance Ladies and Gentlemen, (Group
Name), under the direction of, (Director(s).

14.4.3 Delay of Contest

Any ensemble causing any unnecessary delay of the contest may be assessed a penalty at
the discretion of the Chief Judge and/or Contest Director.

Any ensemble causing any unnecessary delay of the contest
may be assessed a penalty of 0.1 of a point per 15 seconds, or



14.5 Exit

Ensembles must completely vacate the performance field, past the timeline at the

designated ensemble exit, for the interval time to stop.

fraction thereof, at the discretion of the Chief Judge.  

 Any ensemble with an ensemble-provided program
announcement that does not use the FFCC script verbatim
may be assessed a penalty of 0.5 at the discretion of the
Chief Judge. 
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15. Performance Field

15.1 Performance Field

15.1.1 Boundary Lines

15.1.1.1 There are no boundary line penalties. Ensembles may enter
and exit over any painted boundary line. Ensembles may begin and
end their performance anywhere on or off the competition area as
long as timing requirements are met.

15.1.1.2 Ensemble members (including drum majors) may cross any boundary lines at
will anytime, but they may NOT enter the stands or seating area for any reason. Because
of the latitude afforded with regard to boundary lines, the pit area can be any place
within the competition area and will not contain any specific markings or designations.

15.1.2 Markings

The Performance Field will be marked, and the regulation football field will be lined every five
(5) yards. Performance Field will have cross hash marks at 53’4” from each sideline (high
school hash marks), dividing the field into equal thirds. In some cases, as it pertains to junior



college, university, or NFL venues, other hash marks may be present; the hash marks for
college fields are 40” and start 60′ in from the sidelines, and finally NFL hash marks 18′6″.



Lesson 18 of 19

16. Performance Order

16.1 Performance Order at Regular Season Events

Performance order at FFCC Regular Season Events will be

determined by the date FFCC Outdoor Membership dues are

paid. Earlier membership payment dates will receive later

performance positions.

16.2 Performance Order at FFCC
Championships- Prelims

The performance order for FFCC Championships Prelims is

determined by the date FFCC Championship registration fees

are paid. Earlier payment dates will receive later performance

positions.

16. 3 Performance Order at FFCC
Championships/Regular Season Finals



Events

For events featuring 12 or fewer bands, a random draw will be

conducted within two groups: the top half and bottom half of the

participating finalists. 

For events featuring 13–15 bands, a random draw will be

conducted within three groups, with each group containing four

or more bands. 

For events featuring 16 or more bands, a random draw will be

conducted within four groups,  with each group containing four

or more bands. 

Random-draw groups will be established based on the scores of

the finalist bands, ranked from highest to lowest, beginning with

Rank 1 and continuing through the full number of finalists.

16. 4 Performing Out of Schedule or Out of
Class at FFCC  Regular Season Events

Bands are required to compete within their eligible classification at

each FFCC Regular Season  Event. 



Requests to perform earlier or later than a band's assigned

performance time due to school-related conflicts may be

considered, provided the request is submitted in advance of the

publication of the event schedule. 

If a band is granted permission to perform outside of its eligible

classification, that performance will be for evaluation only and will

not be eligible for competitive placement within that classification.
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17. Audio Systems

17.1 Audio Systems

17.1.1 Amplification

16.1.1.1 Electronic units for the production or amplification of music,
other sounds, lighting, and/or visual effects are permitted, provided
that their use conforms to this and other applicable sections of
these rules.

16.1.1.2 FFCC will provide access to front sideline power as close as
possible to the 50-yard line but takes no responsibility for supplying
power or the failure of a power source it provides.

17.1.2 Volume and Mixing

16.1.2.2 Audio volumes (mixing) may be controlled by a wireless
device or at the mixing board. FFCC cannot guarantee the
operability of wireless devices, including communication with other
devices within the Performance Area.



15.1.2.3 Such devices are entirely at the risk of the user. An adult may
mix, physically or wirelessly, outside of the football field. 

15.1.2.4 Allowed areas include the Spectator Area open to the public
for the event, designated staff listening/viewing areas, or the area
between the Spectator Area and the Performance Field, where
applicable, except in the case of "catastrophic" technical
failure. Allowing an adult to mix does not grant permission for them
to “contribute directly to the music or visual program.

15.1.2.5 A student may physically or wirelessly mix from within the
boundaries of the Performance Area, including the area between
the Spectator Area and the Performance Field, where applicable.

PENALTY for adults contributing to performance (except as
permitted above) – 0. 5 points per violation, except in case of
the Head Director conducting.


